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The key to a good meal is simplicity and the right seasoning—Buddy Valastro 

 

Recently, I was working with a group of 4th graders revising their writing.  The students were diligent-
ly pondering their word choice, sharing their ideas of better words to substitute in their sentences.  
We played with sentence structure, experimenting starting our sentences with different phrases and 
deciding which conveyed our intended meaning best.  Suddenly, a previously quiet boy exclaimed, “I’ve 
got it!  Fixing my writing is just like cooking.  When we cook, we mix up ingredients and seasonings until 
the food tastes just right.  In writing, we mix up words and their order until the sentence sounds just 
right!”  What a delightful analogy!  Here’s to helping students season their writing.  

Primary Students 

Gather a collection of animal counting books.  As students explore the books,  discuss what common features 

are found in these books.  Using these books as a model, choose a location where animals are found, such as a 

jungle, farm, meadow, zoo, etc.  Divide a piece of chart paper into three columns labeled number, animal  and 

action.  With the class, complete the chart using animals found in the chosen location.  See example:    

The Meadow 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Although these are complete sentences, our words do not paint a picture for our reader.  How can we make our 

sentences more interesting?  Look at our first sentence One fox slept. Together, draw a quick sketch of  a fox 

sleeping.  Upon completing the picture, let’s work on making our words match our picture.  Where is the fox  

sleeping?  Let’s add that to our sentence. One fox slept in his den. When was he sleeping?  Late at night, one fox 

slept in his den.  What does our fox look like?  Let’s add that to our picture.  Late at night, one brown fox with a 

very bushy tail slept in his den.  Repeat the process with the second sentence, Two robins flew.  Ask students to 

draw a picture first, answering the questions Where  and  When.  Revise the sentences together, adding these 

details to the sentence.  To extend the lesson, complete the chart to include 10 animals.  Students may work on 

their sentences as a class, in pairs, or individually.  Students may illustrate each sentence to match the new re-

vised sentences.  Combine the pages into either individual books or a class animal counting book.  

One fox slept. 

Two  robins flew. 

Three raccoons  climbed. 



Intermediate Students 

When writing paragraphs, we ask students to write their big ideas in short and snappy sentences.  The purpose 

of this sentence is to inform our reader of the big idea clearly and concisely.  In contrast, the detail sentences 

are long and luxurious, painting a picture for our reader.  In order to become clear communicators, students 

need practice writing these two types of sentences.  Use a basic plan, such as “Write an opinion paragraph 

about your favorite season and why you enjoy it.”  Put this section of the plan on the board:   

T = Favorite Season  - Fall 

 

 

 

The short and snappy tell sentence  might be In the fall, I enjoy playing in the leaves. Too often, young writers 

follow this with I like jumping in the leaves and I like to throw the leaves. These are tell sentences, as no picture 

is drawn for the reader. The following exercise helps students discover the difference between tell and show 

sentences.  In the middle of a piece of paper, have students write I like to jump in leaves. We need to ask our-

selves, “How we can we show our reader what jumping in leaves looks like?” In our first sentence, I like  to jump 

in leaves. we used the word like. As like is a basic word, lets make jump our verb. Where do we jump?  We 

jump in mounds of leaves.  Let’s change our sentence to  I jump in leaves. What do we do first while jumping in 

the leaves?  We gather them into huge piles using a rake.  Let’s add that to our sentence.    After raking the 

leaves together in a pile, I jump in leaves.  I see that I have used the word leaves twice in my sentence.  How 

could we replace the second leaves.  I could call leaves a multi-colored mound. Let’s try revising our sentence 

again.  After raking the leaves together in a pile, I jump in the multi-colored mounds. What happens as we 

jump?  The leaves seem to explode around our feet. Let’s add another sentence to show our reader the explod-

ing leaves.  After raking the leaves together in a pile, I jump in the multi-colored mounds.  The leaves explode 

around my feet like fireworks.  Our students will need continued practice in revising their basic sentences.  

Continue to work together on the second sentence  - I like to throw leaves.  Prompt student thinking by asking 

When do you throw the leaves?  How do you throw the leaves?  What do the leaves resemble as they float to 

earth?   Students may need to sketch their ideas help them picture this show sentence.  Continue to practice 

writing these show sentences, including time for  students to  share their new sentences.  You will soon see the 

long and luxurious sentences appear in their writing.  

* playing with leaves  jumping in leaves 

 throwing leaves 

Additional ideas and activities can be found in the Write Now—Right Now Writing Program.   

Visit: www.writenow-rightnow.com for more information and lesson samples.  


