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Lesson 6 Objective: Students will write a compare and contrast  paragraph/essay

There are many organization tools available to reinforce the concept of compare and contrast.
During the next lessons, our focus will be on how to write a short response to a compare and
contrast question.  You may use the tool we included with this lesson or choose one that fits
your curriculum.

Activities:

• Put the following prompt on the board.

Explain ways that a puppy and a merry-go-round are both similar and different.  Compare
and contrast the two items.

• What is the prompt asking us to do?  What words do we need to underline to help us focus
our answer?

Explain ways that a puppy and a merry-go-round are both similar and different. Compare
and contrast the two items.

• Before we can write, we need to think of ways these very unique items are both similar and
different to each other.  On chart paper make a two column chart.  Title one side “Similarities”
and the other side “Differences.” Under the word “Similarities” write “Compare” and under
the word “Differences” write the term “Contrast.”  What do these terms mean?  When I am
comparing two brands of peanut butter, I am looking for what they have in common.  That
is a similarity. For example: They both contain peanuts, both come in a plastic jar, both are
chunky.  I also will look at what is different between the two brands. I will contrast the jars of
peanut butter. For example: One brand is made with organic peanuts, one is not, the level
of sugar is different in both jars, etc.

• Today we are going to compare a puppy and a merry-go-round. As a class, brainstorm ways
that a puppy and a merry-go-round are the same. List these similarities on the chart. See
sample on next page.

Traits: Ideas, Organization, Word Choice, Conventions

(15) Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of
the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing,
and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected
to:

(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for
conveying the intended meaning to an audience,
determining appropriate topics through a range of
strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading,
personal interests, interviews), and developing a thesis
or controlling idea
(B) develop drafts by choosing an appropriate
organizational strategy (e.g., sequence of events,
cause-effect, compare-contrast) and building onideas to
create a focused, organized, and coherent piece of
writing
(C) revise drafts to clarify meaning, enhance style,
include simple and compound sentences, and improve
transitions by adding, deleting, combining, and
rearranging sentences or larger units of text after
rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience,
and genre have been addressed
(D) edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
(E) revise final draft in response to feedback from peers
and teacher and publish written work for appropriate
audiences.

(18) Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts. Students
write expository and procedural or work related texts to
communicate ideas and information to specific
audiences for specific purposes. Students are expected
to:
(i) present effective introductions and concluding
paragraphs
(ii) guide and inform the reader's understanding of key
ideas and evidence
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T = Puppies and Merry-go-rounds

• Now, brainstorm ways that a puppy and a merry-go-round are different. Encourage students
to think deeply about this contrast, not to merely say one is alive and one is not. To contrast
items, both must listed on the chart.  See example below.

• Refer back to the prompt.

Explain ways that a puppy and a merry-go-round are both similar and different.  Compare 
and contrast the two items.

Similarities/Compare

Similarities/Compare

Differences/Contrast

Differences/Contrast

Both attract children

Both go around in circles

Both bring joy

Both require energy

Both attract children

Both go around in circles

Both bring joy

Both require energy

Puppy moves under own power, merry-
go-round requires a push

Puppy is soft, merry-go-round is hard

Puppy is portable, merry-go-round is 
stationary

 
(iii) include specific facts, details, and examples in an
appropriately organized structure
(iv) use a variety of sentence structures and transitions
to link paragraphs

(20) Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions.
Students understand the function of and use the
conventions of academic language when speaking and
writing. Students continue to apply earlier standards
with greater complexity. Students are expected to:

(A) use and understand the function of the following
parts of speech in the context of reading, writing, and
speaking:
(i) verbs (irregular verbs and active voice)
(ii) collective nouns (e.g., class, public)
(iii) adjectives (e.g., descriptive, including origins:
French windows, American cars) and their comparative
and superlative forms (e.g.,good, better, best)
(viii) transitional words (e.g., also, therefore)
(B) use the complete subject and the complete
predicate in a sentence
(C) use complete simple and compound sentences with
correct subject-verb agreement.

(21) Oral and Written Conventions/Handwriting,
Capitalization, and Punctuation. Students write
legibly and use appropriate capitalization and
punctuation conventions in their compositions.
Students are expected to:

(A) use capitalization
(B) recognize and use punctuation marks including:
(i) commas in compound sentences
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• As a shared writing activity, write an answer to the prompt. Because of the many
comparisons and contrasts we have found, our answer will need to be in the format of a
paragraph. When we write compare and contrast answers, we want our thinking to be
evident to our reader.  In order for our answers to be clear and concise, we will focus first on
the similarities. The comparisons (similarities) are all written using complete sentences. The
contrasting information (differences) will be written as complete sentences as well.  The trick
here is to not inter-mingle the two opposing types of information.

• We will start our writing with a topic sentence because we need to inform our reader about
the two objects we are comparing and contrasting. Look at the prompt. We have already
determined which underlined words need to be in our topic sentences. Example:

Puppies and merry-go-rounds have both similarities and differences.

• Since we listed similarities first in our topic sentence, we will focus first on how these two
items are similar. Example:

     Puppies and merry-go-rounds have both similarities and differences. They can 
be compared in many ways.

• Using our plan to remind us of the comparisons, we will add the details to our comparison.
Example:

Puppies and merry-go-rounds have both similarities and differences. They can be 
compared in many ways. Puppies and merry-go-rounds are both attractive to children.  
Both puppies and merry-go-rounds travel in a circle, as merry-go-rounds move on its axis 
and a puppy runs in a circle chasing its tail. Both of these items bring joy to those around 
them. (The number of complete sentences within the paragraph is dependent on the 
number of similarities and differences you found as a group.)

(22) Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling. Students
spell correctly. Students are expected to:

(A) spell words with more advanced orthographic
patterns and rules:
(D) use spelling patterns and rules and print and
electronic resources to determine and check correct
spellings; and
(E) know how to use the spell-check function in word
processing while understanding its
limitations.
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• Now it is time to write the differences we found. You need to tell your reader you are changing
focus from similarities to differences. Example:

Puppies and merry-go-rounds have both similarities and differences. They can be 
compared in many ways. Puppies and merry-go-rounds are both attractive to children.  
Both puppies and merry-go-rounds travel in a circle, as a merry-go-round moves on its 
axis and a puppy runs in a circle chasing its tail. Both of these items bring joy to those 
around them. Differences also exist between puppies and merry-go-rounds.

• Returning to the plan as a reminder of contrasts, add the details on how puppies and merry-
go-rounds are different. Example:

Puppies and merry-go-rounds have both similarities and differences. They can be compared
in many ways. Puppies and merry-go-rounds are both attractive to children.  Both puppies and 
merry-go-rounds travel in a circle, as merry-go-rounds move on its axis and a puppy runs in a 
circle chasing its tail. Both of these items bring joy to those around them. Differences also exist 
between puppies and merry-go-rounds. A puppy can move under its own power, while a merry-
go-round requires a push from a person. A puppy is soft and easy to cuddle, while a merry-go-
round is made of cold metal. Finally, you can carry a puppy, making it portable; while a merry-
go-round is stationary. These two objects have both similarities and differences. 

• It is important that the reader always be clear on which item is being compared and
contrasted. Underline the word puppy and merry-go-round, or the pronoun that replaces
these words, in the comparison sentences.  Point out to students that when you provide
information on how objects are both similar and different, you need to include both objects
in every sentence. Have students look at the sentences and decide if we included a word
that lets our reader know what we are comparing.

• Provide students an opportunity to practice writing compare and contrast answers/paragraphs,
both as a shared writing activity and independently.
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Other Ideas for Compare and Contrast:

Compare/contrast book characters

Compare/contrast points of view on historical events

Compare/contrasts methods of answering math questions

Compare/contrast methods of completing science experiments

The following two objectives will not only help your students find big ideas from a piece of text, 
but will also help with note taking skills. We have really broken these skills down into their 
basic components to give students the opportunity to practice these skills which will follow 
them through their educational journey. Students need to be taught how to find important 
information in a text because it does not come naturally to most children. This process will 
come easier as students improve finding important information in a text. Both note-taking and 
summary writing will improve as students become better at finding important information 
within text. 
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